PACIFIC__

Key Messages and Prioritis for COP30

Guidance from Grassroots Leaders Confronting the
Most Urgent Impacts of the Climate Crisis

Who is Pacific Rising?

Pacific Rising is a collective of community-based and non-
governmental organizations representing Indigenous and local
communities across the Pacific Islands. Established in 2022,

the group addresses the negative impacts of climate change,
particularly the loss and damage of local, traditional, and
Indigenous resources and practices, mental health, water and
food security, and historical and recent forced displacement due to
the climate crises, also known in policy spaces as Non-Economic
Loss and Damage (NELD). Pacific Rising recognizes NELD as
losses that are difficult to quantify or cannot be quantified.

The collective's current members are from Bougainville, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Kiribati, Marshall
Islands, Tuvalu, Kioa, and Rabi. These communities have been affected not only by the climate
crisis but also by extractive industries, militarization, and ongoing colonial legacies, including
cultural losses resulting from forced relocation and migration.

Despite these challenges, they have demonstrated resilience by drawing on generations of
traditional and Indigenous knowledge and employing nature-based solutions to protect their
environments and preserve important cultural sites. Supported by the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee (UUSC), Pacific Rising advocates for Indigenous leadership in climate action,
the legal and cultural protection of Traditional Knowledge, and embedding principles of fairness,
transparency, and respect. Pacific Rising is committed to fostering collaborative, culturally
appropriate approaches that uphold community rights and shared responsibility, and shifting
toward decolonized models of partnerships, funding, and learning.

Pacific Rising Leaders Share the Following Messages
and Priorities for COP30:

» Center human rights-based protections

« Prioritize effective financing for NELD (Non-Economic Loss & Damage)

« Embed Traditional Knowledge (TK) in climate frameworks

» Affirm the centrality of gender equality and intersectionality in climate justice work

» Address the need for grassroots accompaniment and capacity building



Human Rights-Based Protections Must be Centered at COP30

Human rights protections must be centered in all matters of COP30 negotiations.

» Pacific Rising urges States to follow the ICJ’s Advisory Opinion on States’
Obligations in Respect of Climate Change (AO), which affirms that climate
change is a significant threat to human rights and that countries have a
duty to protect the climate system to ensure the enjoyment of human
rights; and that States have legal obligations under existing international
law to take action on climate change.

e Relating to loss and damage, the ICJ concludes that “responsibility for
breaches of obligations under the climate change treaties, and in relation
to the loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate
change, is to be determined by applying the well-established rules on State
responsibility under customary international law.”

e On page 131 of the AQ, the Court is of the opinion that customary
international law sets forth obligations for States to ensure the protection
of the climate system and other parts of the environment from
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions. These obligations
include the following:

o (a) States have a duty to prevent significant harm to the environment
by acting with due diligence and to use all means at their disposal to
prevent activities carried out within their jurisdiction or control from
causing significant harm to the climate system and other parts of the
environment, in accordance with their common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities;

o (b) States have a duty to co-operate with each other in good faith to
prevent significant harm to the climate system and other parts of the
environment, which requires sustained and continuous forms of co-
operation by States when taking measures to prevent such harm;

e Pacific Rising also urges States to seriously address the issue of climate-
forced displacement and relocation, an issues that we as Pacific Island
communities are already experiencing.

o The ICJ recognizes that displacement is among the most “severe and
far-reaching” effects of climate change (ICJ AQ, 2025, paragraph 73)
and affirms that States are obligated under international law to protect
human rights, and respect the principle of non-refoulement.
Strengthened international cooperation and predictable support are
vital to help people adapt in place or move safely and with dignity.
























